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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is Bootheel Babies & Families? 
Bootheel Babies & Families is an Infant Mortality Reduction initiative spearheaded by Missouri 
Bootheel Regional Consortium and Bootheel Network for Health Improvement. It brings together 
diverse voices to find new ways to ensure that all families in the Bootheel have the chance to live 
healthy lives to their fullest.  
 
What is infant mortality? 
Infant mortality is defined as the death of a child before his or her 1st birthday. 
 
What is the goal of the initiative?  
We are working toward reducing the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), eliminating disparities among 
races, improving the health of women, and educating families and communities about how they are 
impacted by this issue.  
 
Why is this initiative important?   
The IMR is a key indicator of a community's overall health and well-being, and bringing diverse 
community members together to enhance current efforts and spread the word more effectively can 
only positively affect the effort.  
 
How is this different from current initiatives taking place around the region? 
Bootheel Babies & Families’ approach includes a long-term investment with innovative solutions that 
are community-driven. We are expanding the conversation to include not just women and babies, but 
also families and men.  
 
How is the IMR measured?  
We look at the number of infant deaths before the age of one versus the number of live births in a year. 
 

What factors are associated with the infant mortality rate?  

 Maternal health and behaviors 
 Race  
 Socioeconomics 
 Quality of and access to medical care 
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What role can my organization and I play?  
  
Learn 
Research and understand the issue, and think about how you can impact your community with this 
initiative. 
 
Partner 
Join our mailing list to stay current on upcoming 
events, meetings, and fundraisers. 
  
Promote 
Share our story about infant mortality with those 
around you. 
  

Where can I go for more information? 
 
Missouri Bootheel Regional Consortium (MBRC) 
Missouri Bootheel Regional Consortium, Inc. is an 
innovative and diverse non-profit organization that 
has been providing services for women, children 
and families in the five county Bootheel region 
since 1997.   MBRC’s mission is to promote and 
empower healthy families through quality focused 
programs. 
573.471.9400 
 
Bootheel Network for Health Improvement (BNHI) 
The  Bootheel Network for Health Improvement is 
a multicounty rural public health network, 
established in 2010 to enhance efficiency, expand 
access, coordinate and improve the quality of 
essential health care services and strengthen the 
rural health care system as a whole. 
573.748.5541 
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